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Laurentian introduces 
hockey coaches
BY RON GUILLET

As Queen’s “We Are the 
Champions” blared from the 
speakers at the Gerry McCrory 
Countryside Sports Complex, 
Laurentian athletic director Peter 
Hellstrom took to the microphone 
to announce the head coaches for 
the men’s and women’s hockey 
teams.

Varsity hockey has been a part 
of  Laurentian Athletics since the 
university’s inception in 1960, but 
the team disbanded in 1999 due to a 
lack of  funding. After a department 
review in 1992, the Voyageurs had 
tried to keep the team afloat through 
self-funding, but the effort was 
for naught. With its strategic plan 
unveiled last February, Laurentian 
plans on retaining hockey for the 
long-term this time around.

Hellstrom, a pioneer in bringing 
hockey back at Laurentian, first 
introduced Stacey Colarossi as the 
coach of  the first Laurentian Lady 
Vees hockey team in the university’s 
history. Craig Duncanson was 
announced as the coach of  the 
Laurentian Voyageurs, a team he 
had helmed from 1997-99.

“We had a huge amount of  
interest in these two positions, and 
some very compelling candidates,” 
Hellstrom said. “We couldn’t be 
happier with the two coaches we’ve 
selected, and we have very high 
hopes for the Voyageurs’ hockey 
prospects in 2013 and beyond.”

Colarossi comes from York 
University, where she had been 
the lead associate coach of  the 
women’s Lions hockey team for 
nine seasons. She has also served as 
assistant coach for Team Ontario 
and for the Canadian women’s 
team at the FISU World event in 
2011.

Colarossi has already hit the 

road to begin 
the recruitment 
of  a team 
that fits her 
blueprint for 
the 2013-14 
season. 

“The talent 
that’s out there 
in women’s 
hockey both 
locally, as well 
as across the 
country, is 
phenomenal , 
and I’m 
thrilled about 
the prospect 
of  building a 
team from the 
ground up,” 
Colarossi said. 
“I’m confident 
that we can be 
c o m p e t i t i v e 
from the 
outset, and I’m 
anxious to get 
on the ice and 
prove it.”

C o l a r o s s i 
said she wants 
to ice a team 
that mimics 
the “heart, 
energy and youth of  the Edmonton 
Oilers, and has the experience and 
the leadership of  the Detroit Red 
Wings.”

Duncanson, a ninth overall 
pick in the 1985 National Hockey 
League Entry Draft, played in 38 
NHL games with the Los Angeles 
Kings, Winnipeg Jets and New York 
Rangers. He spent the majority of  
his career in the American Hockey 
League, having played in 501 
career games. Duncanson is also a 
local-born and played his first three 

seasons in the Ontario Hockey 
League with the Sudbury Wolves, 
amassing 168 points in 136 games.

Duncanson has some experience 
behind the bench as well, as he has 
served as head coach of  the OHL’s 
U-16 Development Program, 
associate coach of  the Sudbury 
Wolves Minor Midgets, and an 
evaluator in the Hockey Canada 
U-17 Program.

“I’m honoured to be coming 
back to Laurentian for the return of  
varsity hockey in this community,” 

Duncanson said. “This is a proud 
hockey town, and Laurentian’s 
Voyageurs are going to take their 
rightful place in the game. Building 
a team from the ground up is a 
dream job for me, and there’s no 
question that Laurentian should be 
a powerhouse in the CIS.”

The hockey teams will play their 
home games at the Countryside 
Arena when the 2013-14 season 
opens. Dominic Giroux, the 
president and vice-chancellor of  
Laurentian, said the university 

is exploring opportunities for 
the development of  an arena on 
campus in conjunction with private 
and public partners.

“The establishment of  an 
arena on campus would enhance 
opportunities for ‘dynamic student 
experiences in new social spaces 
that nurture a strong sense of  
community and belonging,’ one of  
the outcomes of  the University’s 
2012-2017 Strategic Plan,” Giroux 
said.
ronguillet@gmail.com
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Craig Duncanson (second from right) and Stacey Colarossi (third from right)  will helm the 
men’s and women’s hockey teams.
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Dealing with early-on 
jitters in university
BY ED VEILLEUX

The first few weeks of  school, 
especially in a new city, are hard 
on all of  us.

Unforgiving profs, 
impossible-to-find rooms and 
bus schedules that seem to be 
made by people who think 
common sense is an idea which 
has had its day.

We’ll get through it. Maybe 
not all of  us, but most.

Look around you. 
The person next to you might 

not be here next semester due 
to drinking or poor priorities, 
but you don’t have to be that 
person. You can survive your 
four years, and get hammered-
drunk, if  you want.

Go to class, drag your ass out 
of  bed if  you must, and do your 
work.

It doesn’t matter if  you 
stayed out until five on Friday 
and Saturday night, do your 
work (whenever you finally wake up 
Sunday).

Your profs are understanding, 
but they’re not stupid. They were in 
your shoes. Don’t make bad excuses 
or you will lose their trust. Be honest 
with them, but more importantly, be 
honest with yourself. Don’t shy away 

from responsibility. Sometimes you 
get fucked over by a professor, sure. 
But most of  the time, your failing or 
sub-par mark is all your fault. It’s from 
the eight classes you missed or the 
essay you wrote last minute and didn’t 
source properly. Or it’s for the part you 
plagiarized from Wikipedia. Don’t try 
it. Your prof  has Google too.

All that being said, and all the scary 
stuff  out of  the way, you can enjoy 
learning. I know undergrad courses, 
at times, can feel like being forced to 
shotgun your fifth beer when you know 
you’re going to get sick: information 
overload, and “who the fuck cares 
about what some guy thought in the 
1900s, anyways?” I was there too.

University can be fun... 
Maybe not in morning class 
when you didn’t sleep last night 
or when you’re writing that last-
minute essay (worth 30 per cent 
of  your final grade), but when 
you’re being social and making 
life-long friends.

You will be surprised how 
much having to suffer with 
someone can bond you to them. 
Years later, you will always have 
those stories and memories to 
share. There really are profs 
who are out to get you, and 
when you pass their class the 
joke is on them.

But, remember, there are 
also profs who will do anything 
to help you succeed if  you’re 
willing to help yourself.

Get out, have fun and make 
sure you do your work. Make 
friends.

We’re all in this academic 
universe together.

eddy_veilleux@hotmail.com
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Ontario-Quebec student solidarity 
transforming into movement of its own

OTTAWA (CUP)—In Quebec, 
hundreds of  thousands of  students 
have gathered over the summer to 
protest the government’s decision 
to raise tuition fees and enact Bill 
78, an emergency law passed on 
May 18 that restricts protests and 
picketing on university grounds.

While the movement has 
received international attention 
in the media, its most direct 
impact has been on Quebec’s 
neighbouring province. Between 
May and August students gathered 
in Ontario to discuss and protest 
rising tuition fees in preparation 
for some action of  their own.

During the Canadian 
Federation of  Students (CFS) 
annual general meeting, the 
issue of  solidarity with Quebec 
was discussed and a donation 
of  $30,000 was sent towards the 
movement’s legal funds.

“It was voted that the 
federation donate $30,000 to 
support students fighting Bill 78 
and fighting the many arrests 
and whatnot that have happened 
as a result of  the government’s 
crackdown on students,” explained 
Sarah Jayne King, chairperson for 
CFS-Ontario. “Provincially, we 
are donating $3,000 to the same 
fund. “

During the Ontario general 
meeting, the discussion about 
solidarity with the Quebec cause 
changed into one of  provincial 
action. Tuition fees in Ontario 
are the highest in the country, 
with each full-time student paying 

on average $5,366 a year. Fees 
increased by 4.3 per cent from 
2011 to 2012 and students will 
see a continuous increase unless 
provincial policy is changed.

In addition to arguments 
over the financial struggle of  
post-secondary education, 
there was also much discussion 
regarding the quality received — 
including professor-student ratios, 
privatization of  curriculums and 
the worth of  undergraduate and 
graduate degrees.

Debates and forums are 
being planned by CFS-Ontario 
regarding the purpose and quality 
of  post-secondary education.

“We are seeing students 
inspired by what is happening 
in Quebec and students are 
ready to take action,” explained 
King. “One of  the discussions 
around this is how do we develop 
capacity in Ontario and how do 
we encourage more people to get 
involved in this struggle. We are 
planning on having an activists 
assembly [in October where] 
we’ll bring 500 students together 
to have the opportunity to discuss 
post-secondary education issues 
and other issues affecting students 
and the broader austerity agenda.”

The Ontario Student 
Mobilization Coalition (OSMC) 
was another organization whose 
foundation was rooted in solidarity 
action. The group’s goal is to rally 
students together in support of  
the movement in Quebec and to 
facilitate protests towards a more 

accessible and free post-secondary 
education in Ontario.

“The very first rally was 
absolutely a solidarity rally,” 
explained Laura Dolan, member 
and co-spokesperson for OSMC. 
“We called a debriefing after the 
rally, and a few of  us got together 
to discuss more detailed plans for 
solidarity and what we wanted 
to accomplish in Ontario — and 
from there it kind of  happened 
organically.”

While many students support 
the work being done by the CFS 
and OSMC, there is some concern 
that money is being sent to aide 
Quebec students in their struggle 
that won’t have any direct impact 
on Ontario — education is a 
provincial matter after all. Student 
unions are directly participating 
in rallies and actively speaking 
out against Bill 78 and the tuition 
hikes. Does this go above the 
mandate of  a student union?

Roxy Cohen, co-spokesperson 
for OSMC, doesn’t think so.

“The CFS was originally 
founded to call for free, accessible 
post-secondary education … 
yes, it can focus internally within 
Ontario, but I think it is so 
important that we show solidarity 
and we help wherever the struggle 
is. Not just to focus on ourselves.”

The movement in Quebec is 
highly appreciative of  the support 
it has been receiving from Ontario. 
Jereme Bedard-Wen, interim 
spokesperson for the Coalition 
large de l’Association pour une 

Solidarite Syndicale Etudiante 
(CLASSE), sees solidarity as a way 
of  fighting government policy and 
proving to society that it isn’t just 
a small group of  entitled students 
that are desperate for lower tuition 
fees.

“Solidarity is always 
heartening in a struggle where 
the government, our government, 
has really attempted to isolate 
students and the components of  
the movement.

“Seeing that we are in fact not 
alone, and that there are support 
outside of  Quebec … is extremely 
touching for students here. In the 
logic where we want the struggle 
to go farther then the Quebec 
boarders, especially as Ontario 
students pay the highest tuition 
fees in the country, it also lays 
the foundation for further action 
there.”

Bedard-Wen made it clear that 
consistency is the key towards the 
success in Quebec and that it took 
over a year and a half  to get to 
where they are now. If  Ontario 
were interested in facilitating a 
similar movement, it would have 
to do the same thing and dedicate 
themselves completely to the cause.

However, if  a general strike is 
the ultimate goal of  the Ontario 
movement, than students are out 
of  luck.

“In Quebec, student unions 
are covered under the Union Act, 
so they have the legal right to 
strike; whereas in Ontario, we are 
covered under the Corporations 

Act, so we have no legal right 
to strike, and that is a really big 
barrier,” explained Dolan.

This won’t stop students 
from trying to change policy in 
other ways. The CFS has been 
providing forums for discussion 
and monetary legal aide to 
Quebec, while the OSMC is 
going to focus on information 
decimation — debunking myths 
about post-secondary education 
and informing student unions of  
what they can do to help the cause.

“The standards and situation 
for students and colleges in 
Ontario are dire. We struggle with 
high tuition for very low quality 
of  education. The government is 
hiding behind the 30 per cent off  
tuition grant, which doesn’t do 
anything. Students can’t get it,” 
explained Cohen.

“It wouldn’t be fair to say we 
were just for solidarity for Quebec 
because this is more than Quebec, 
more than just Canada … We 
are calling for free and accessible 
education everywhere.”

With approximately 25 rallies in 
the last four months, the Ontario 
movement is well on its way. The 
OSMC has said that Ontario will 
not likely see another rally for a 
few months, but it will be starting 
to create some consistency in their 
message in hopes of  following 
Quebec’s two-year journey 
towards mass mobilization.

Sudbury Theatre Centre offers workshop 
for local talent
BY LAMBDA STAFF

Sudbury Theatre Centre is inviting 
submissions from emerging local playwrights 
and writers to take part in the 2nd annual 
STC Playwrights’ Junction. Building on 
the huge success of  last year’s group, STC 
is continuing this initiative to develop local 
voices in a workshop environment. A small 
group, selected by a committee of  theatre 
professionals lead by Artistic Director David 
Savoy, will meet weekly in the pursuit of  

creating and developing new work instilled 
with a distinct Sudbury texture.

The group will come together in an 
exploration of  the playmaking process, 
experimenting with different methods of  
inspiration and unearthing local stories. 
Each week, the writers will be given the 
chance to read their work aloud and discuss 
it in an open forum. During the 12-week 
program, writers will be encouraged to 
develop a one-act play, and will have the 

opportunity to see this work read in front of  
an informal audience in February.

The workshop will be led by STC 
Playwright-in-Residence, Matthew Heiti. 
Matthew holds a BFA in Acting from Ryerson 
University and an MA in Creative Writing 
from the University of  New Brunswick. His 
plays have been workshopped and produced 
across the country. A Genie-nominated 
screenwriter, in the fall of  2012 Matthew 
will participate in Playwright Theatre 

Centre’s Colony and the Stratford Festival 
Playwrights’ Retreat.

The deadline for submissions is 
September 28th, 2012.

For more information contact 
Matthew Heiti, Playwright-in-Residence, 
at playwright@sudburytheatre.on.ca / 
705.207.7849
lambda@laurentian.ca
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(Humour) Starbucks 
versus Tim Hortons
BY JOE KAPPA

With the opening of  a 
Starbucks on campus only a few 
seconds drive away from the Tim 
Hortons (if  the powers that be 
weren’t such nervous nellies and 
let us drive cars through the halls) 
we at the Lambda thought it best 
to let these two coffeehouses slug 
it out in a good old fashion debate 
to win your loyalty. 

Starbucks: Good day to you sir. 
Might I inquire of  you to see if  
you would be willing to partake of  
one of  the many fine coffee brews 
that my humble shop has to offer?

Tim Hortons: You pompous 
son of  a bitch. You come to my 
town, near my store and try to sell 
coffee to my people? I’ll murder 
you. And when I finish murdering 
you I’ll get the best doctors on the 
job of  bringing you back to life so 
I can murder you again. 

Starbucks: You seem a bit on 
edge. Might I suggest a coffee 
made from our popular Blue Java 
Indonesia blend? While it might 
not have the red berry notes 
you would expect from a coffee 
that originates from the Pacific 
region, I think you’ll be pleasantly 
surprised by the complex flavours 
that play a herb and sage gustatory 
symphony for the audience of  
your taste buds.

Tim Hortons: You can take 
your Blue Java blend and stick it 
in da knees of  your mother. You 
whip creamed jackass. Yer coffee 
tastes like something a diseased 
dog threw up after it had eaten 
the puke of  a diseased cat. 

Starbucks: I assure you that 
beans were semi-washed and wet-
hulled and contain no traces of  
vomit.  But if  our Blue Java is not to 
your liking, I am more than happy 
to tempt with one of  our other 
fine blends. Could I be so bold as 
to suggest our Guatemala Antigua 
Santa Catalina Whole Bean blend 
from the farms of  Las Nubes in 
Antigua? As “Las Nubes” means 
clouds, I assure you that you feel 
like you are floating among them 
after you have indulged yourself  
in this brew of  the Gods that has 
been blessed by Nephele herself  
as the mists of  the rainforest settle 
gently to the soils creating a rich, 
moist environment that climaxes 
in an orgasmic explosion of  beans 
that end their seduction under the 
tropical sun. 

Tim Hortons: You sick twisted 

bastard. Your coffee beans have 
had more done to them than that 
chick in that Fifty Shades of  Grey 
porno rag. We serve one kind 
of  coffee, “hot coffee”. And we 
serve it one way, “cheap”. Small, 
Medium, Large and Effing Large. 
You don’t need to know none of  
them Italy words like “venti” or 
“trenta” or which region of  Asia 
you want your coffee from. You 
don’t even have to speak English 
or French, you just grunt at us and 
you get a large double double. End 
of  story. And that story is called 
“I don’t want to dick around 
with four pumps of  vanilla spaz-
achino, I want coffee” by John Q 
Public. You go to hell and take 
your scumbag Malawi Lake of  
Stars blends of  rat crap with you. 

  Starbucks: I meant no 
disrespect to you my good friend. I 
simply wish to offer an alternative 
choice for the coffee lovers on 
campus who might have, how 
shall I say, more discriminating 
palates. 

Tim Hortons: Alternative 
choice? How about I give you 
one of  them alternative choices? 
That seem fair? Choice one, 
you take your shop, your coffee, 
your cinnamon and chocolate 
sprinkles and you get the eff  off  
of  Laurentian and go back to the 
billionaire’s colon 
you crawled out 
of. Choice two, I 
beat you to death 
with your own 
scones and then I 
burn down your 
shop and piss on 
it. Choice three, 
any combination 
of  choices one or 
two. 

Starbucks; I 
am not sure I like 
the tone in your 
voice. 

Tim Hortons: 
Why you mother 
fu…(rest of  
debate censored)

Sadly it took 
ten Build a Bear 
shops and three 
Urban Outfitters 
to drag Tim 
Hortons off  
Starbucks and 
subdue him. 
lambda@
laurentian.ca

BY WILLIE POLL
First impressions are always 

important, especially for new 
classes.

After the first day of  classes 
students can decide to either 
keep the course, or recycle it for 
a new one. Second-year students 
from the Native Tradition and 
Culture class were given an 
uncommon and unique first 
day experience. The professor, 
Michael Hankard, new to full-
time teaching at Laurentian 
University, started out the year 
with a traditional pipe ceremony. 

“The idea came to me 
probably three or four months 
ago,” Hankard said. “I figured 
it would be a good way to 
start off  the class because the 
pipe grounds the course in 
something real, something 
actually happening, and makes 
the material in the course come 
alive, and brings people together 
in a way that can’t be done in a 
typical classroom setting. Before 
I did it I actually met with an 
elder to discuss it. The elder and 
I spoke and agreed that it would 
be a good way to start out the 

class.”
Traditionally the pipe 

ceremony comes from a story of  
a son and father who were in a 
quarrel that could not be solved. 
The fighting went on and on, 
neither able to overpower the 
other, until the father took out 
an opwagun (pipe) and began to 
smoke tobacco. The father and 
son smoked the pipe together, 
which in the end brought peace 
to their fighting. The father then 
gave the son the pipe to bring 
to his homeland and teach to 
his peoples. The opwagun is a 
symbol of  unity, both in people 
and bringing them together, as 
well as uniting the elements of  
creation as the bowl is made 
of  stone, the stem of  wood, the 
tobacco being the plant, and the 
smoker being mankind. 

This is Hankard’s first year 
teaching full time at Laurentian, 
but already he has changed 
the way of  teaching for native 
studies. This passing summer 
Hankard ran a six credit 
course, Living with the Land, 
Indigenous Knowledge in 
Theory and in Practice. 

“It entails a field component 
where students came and 
camped there for 10 days and 
they stayed for the entire course 
out on the field,” Hankard said. 
“It’s broken down into different 
components; a good part of  
it is based on elders who give 
teachings. Students also have 
to keep a journal and record 
their own take of  what’s been 
going on, anything new they 
have learned that day, and at 
night time we have circles. If  
you’re not familiar with circles, 
it’s a kind of  guided discussion 
where many issues are brought 
up as well as what was taught 
that day.”
lambda@laurentian.ca

Hankard introduces 
new teaching methods
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University of Sudbury offers international study
BY MATT RABEY

The International Students Office, 
located on the third floor of  the University 
of  Sudbury, has many opportunities for 
Laurentian students to study abroad. 

The Internationale Bodensee-Hochschule 
(IBH) is offered every summer during August, 
at the Universität Konstanz. 

The University is situated in South of  
the Bundesland (equivalent to Provinces) of  
Baden-Württemberg, Germany. 

Students stay in dorms provided in the city 
of  Konstanz, which is on Lake Constance 
where the Rhine empties into the lake from 
the Swiss Alps.

The school has two directives, one is a 
German language program and the other is 
for students to gain knowledge of  German 
culture. 

The program has multiple levels 
depending on a student’s knowledge of  the 
German language, ranging from absolute 
beginner to fluent. 

Finnish Student Andreas Slotte said, “I 
had a great teacher. She was very good at 
adapting to each individual member in the 
class.”  

Class times are Monday to Friday 
beginning at 9 a.m. and finishing at 12:30 
p.m. 

After the conclusion of  class students are 
free to explore the surrounding areas, which 
include scenic beer gardens on the Rhine. 

From these beer gardens patrons can enjoy 
traditional German cuisine while watching 
boats pass down the river.  

Meals at these beer gardens are reasonable 

priced with 
the cheapest 
being €3.50 
(approximately 
$4.50). 

In order to 
learn about 
the German 
culture, the 
p r o g r a m 
has several 
e x c u r s i o n s 
i n c l u d i n g : 
historical tours 
around the 
town, a trip 
to Meersburg 
C a s t l e 
(the oldest 
i n h a b i t e d 
castle in 
G e r m a n y ) , 
a daytrip to Liechtenstein and a daytrip to 
Austria. 

A favourite of  the majority of  the program’s 
students was the trip to Liechtenstein as it was 
on the national holiday of  the country. 

Highlights of  the trip included: fireworks, 
a hike through the Alps, meeting the Prince 
and open bar for the entire nation. 

All of  the cost of  the excursions, the tuition 
and the dorm room were included in the 
price of  the summer school which amounted 
to €660 (approximately $830). 

Extras included a bus pass for the month 
and whatever food and drink you decided, 
which could be cheap as the dorms had a full 

kitchen.
T h e 

p r o g r a m 
has students 
attend from 
all around the 
world including 
C a n a d a , 
A m e r i c a , 
Brazil, Finland, 
Russia, China, 
A u s t r a l i a , 
Spain, Peru, 
I r e l a n d , 
England and 
others. 

T o 
i n c o r p o r a t e 
the summer 
p r o g r a m 
s t u d e n t s , 
rooming was 

arranged so that students were living with 
students from countries besides their own.

“I really like having people from abroad 
because I myself  go abroad. I like meeting 
people from countries all over the world,” 
said Iris Wilhelm, a European Politics major 
from Germany.

Konstanz is located on the Swiss boarder 
and as a result has the Seenachtsfest, which 
is a large outdoor festival where both the 
Germany and Swiss sides participate. The 
festival results in the downtown getting closed 
off  from all vehicles, food and beer vendors 
being set up on the streets and in the park, live 
bands and a fireworks display.

“The difference between festivals in 
Germany and the ones in North America 
is that in North America they are for kids, 
in Germany they are for adults. Everyone is 
drinking beer,” said Helmut Konrad from 
Stuttgart. 

All of  the students have all of  the weekends 
off, so it is an opportunity to explore different 
cities or even different countries for a couple 
days at a time.

Some of  the most popular destinations 
that students traveled to included Stuttgart, 
Munich, Zurich, Switzerland, France and 
Italy.

With so much to offer, the trips varied 
greatly in the types of  activities students took 
part in including a European football match, 
the famous Hofbräuhaus, shopping and 
various museums such as Mercedes-Benz, 
BMW and Porsche. 

As for those who preferred a more relaxed 
weekend, it was common for students to 
spend the warm sunny weekend swimming 
in the river or lake and having picnics in the 
park. 

If  you are interested in attending the IBH 
summer school in August 2013, the forms will 
be posted on http://obw.ouinternational.ca/
obw-international-lake-constance-summer-
school in early 2013. 

All students must apply through Laurentian 
University and, upon successful completion 
of  the course, will receive the equivalent of  
a six-credit course in the level of  German 
taken at the Universität Konstanz.
lambda@laurentian.ca

Photo by Matt Rabey

National Day of Liechtenstein at Vaduz 
Castle, which offered an open bar.

Park: ‘Beach Day 
was great’
BY MATT RABEY

As part of  Laurentian University’s frosh 
week, the SGA hosted its annual Beach Day 
on Labour Day Monday. 

The event took place at the Laurentian 
beach, which is a five-minute walk down a dirt 
path that begins at the end of  Manitou Road, 
close to Thornloe University. 

The event went from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. this 
year and, unlike the previous year’s event, had 
warm sunny weather. 

VP of  Services Iain Park, Ryan Sheppard, 
and Chris Dwyer from Avenue Music, 
provided house music and other various types 
of  electronic music for the event. 

Also featured at the event was the Red Bull 
Mini Cooper that showed up and handed out 
free Red Bull to everyone. 

Many of  the students in attendance 
were from the student residences, including 
Mackenzie Hamlin, a second-year Sports 
Administration and Development (SPAD) 
student from the University College residence.

“Beach day was a lot of  fun,” said Hamlin. 
“It was a great opportunity to bond with frosh, 
friends and everyone on the Res Life team.”

The Laurentian beach water is clean 
enough for swimming with many students 
taking a dip to refresh themselves from the 
heat.

For those who did not feel like swimming, 
Beach Day featured games including volleyball 
and free beach balls to play with that were 
provided by the SGA. The day also included 
many students choosing to relax by lying in the 
sun laughing, talking and tanning.

Park said the event turned out to be a 
success.

“Beach day was great,” Park said. “The 
weather was perfect and we were all very 
pleased with how the event was received by the 
Laurentian family. A lot of  students requested 
we do this more often, unfortunately our 
northern climate doesn’t allow for more.”
lambda@laurentian.ca

Photo by Lambda staff

LU President Dominic Giroux prepares to get wet in the 
United Way’s Charity Dunk Tank. Laurentian staff volun-
teered to get tanked.



6 Tuesday, September 18, 2012

Yuk Yuks raises $12000 
for charity
BY WILLIE POLL

On Thursday, Sept. 6, 
Laurentian students filled the 
Fraser auditorium for a night of  
laughter as they took their seats 
for this year’s Yuk Yuks comedy 
show.

“The show was absolutely 
hilarious,” Kristine Cornejo, an 
audience member, said. “I found 
it even better than last years show. 
I didn’t stop laughing the whole 
time and neither did anyone I was 
with. I’m pretty sure everyone 
there had a great time, the place 
was practically sold out” 

 This year’s event was planned 
by Lindsay McGowan, the 
residence program coordinator. 
The funds raised from the event 
were donated to the Big Brother 
and Big Sister program.  The event 
this year made $6000 dollars, 

which was matched by another 
company, bringing the grand 
total up to $12000 dollars for the 
charity. The Big Brother and Big 
Sister program is “committed to 
empowering children to reach 
their full potential by providing 
friendship and guidance,” said 
via their website. 

Every year Yuk Yuks is put 
on to raise funds for the charity. 
This year, with the help of  a 
partnering company, they were 
able to beat last year’s record 
of  approximately $6000 dollars 
raised. 

“We had six hundred people 
there,” McGowen said. “Six 
employees from Travelodge 
who donated four rooms for 
our comedians, around thirty-
five ‘bigs’ from big brothers and 
big sisters, and the rest of  the 

audience was mostly students. 
I was very happy with how 
it turned out. We were only 
expecting to sell 500 tickets and 
ended up selling even more.” 

The event included four 
comedians: Chuck Bryrn, 
Chirstina Walkinshaw, Patrick 
Haye, and Eddie Della Sieppe. 

“It was so hilarious,” Sonia 
Belley, an audience member, said. 
“The material was filled with 
situations I could definitely relate 
to.”

This was the first time the 
event was ran by McGowan.

“Every year is a success, in our 
eyes, as it all goes to a fantastic 
cause,” McGowan said. “Every 
year the comedians are funny and 
tickets sell very well.” 
lambda@laurentian.ca
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Do students require technology in classrooms?
BY LIANNA PISANI

It is undeniable that technology, 
like cell phones and laptops, are 
an integral, necessary component 
of  a student’s life. Considering 
students are required to type all 
assignments, or stay in touch with 
other students, should professors 
have the right to police the use of  
such devices?

Some departments at 
Laurentian and its affiliate 
schools have developed policies to 
address the use of  technology; for 
example, the Modern Languages 
department prints on each course 
syllabus, “Students are asked to 
ensure that cellular phones are 
turned off  during class. Laptops are 
not welcome in the classroom...” 
They do make note of  making 
arrangements for students who 
require accessibility needs.

Dr. Diana Iuele-Colilli, a 
professor in the Italian department, 
follows these policies. However, in 
some classes, she is required to 
negotiate in order to suit the class, 
and her students.

“If  I see them texting, I’ll tell 
them to please get rid of  it. Or, 
that will become the student that 
I’ll go to and say, ‘Can you please 
look this up for me?’ It becomes 
part of  my class.”

With classes of  about 30 
students, it becomes difficult to 
police the use of  technology. 
Dr. Iuele-Colilli finds that 
incorporating the devices within 
the class allow her to keep the 
attention of  her students.

“I have to be prepared to play 

with the fire. I use Facebook in a lot 
of  my classes; I have to be open to 
it. Once or twice a month, I would 
say, ‘We’e going to do a live chat 
next class.’ They all brought their 
computers to class, and they would 
live chat in Italian [on Facebook]. 
That’s a way for me to bring it in.”

Dr. Iuele-Colilli is not the only 
professor looking to incorporate 
social media and new technologies 
within the classroom. For Kristeen 
McKee, a Communication Studies 
professor at Huntington University, 
incorporating new technologies 
within her courses adds a relevant, 
hands-on aspect.

“It’s up to the faculty member 
to decide what they want to do. 
From my own perspective, I 
actually embrace it and I integrate 
it into the classroom experience.”

“A lot of  times, I get students 
to do in-class experiments. Two 
of  the four options have to do 
with new media, or social media.” 
McKee has asked her students to 
comment on someone’s Facebook 
status, or send a friend a text 
message, and the class discusses 
the observations, and types of  
communication models used 
within their messages.

This has not made students in 
her classes more likely to spend 
class time using social media sites. 
McKee says that she noticed, while 
walking around the classroom, that 
most students in her classes do not 
go onto websites like Facebook. 
“They were going onto Desire 
to Learn, getting the powerpoint 
slides that were posted for that 

lecture, and writing notes at the 
bottom. I felt that more students 
were using it as a pedagogical 
tool.”

When technologies are not 
incorporated within the lessons 
of  the course, should students be 
limited to use only required for 
the class, like word processing 
software?

Joe-Anna Laprise, a third-
year Droit et Justice student 
says that, “as a student, I have 
a responsibility to not harm the 
learning experience of  others.”

Like Laprise, Amber 
Thompson, a fourth-year 
Psychology student, realizes the 
ability these technologies have to 
distract and disturb other students, 
but also addresses the question of  
whether a student has the right to 
use technology at any time.

“Watching someone play 
solitaire over their shoulder as 
you’re attempting to listen to lecture 
is an unnecessary distraction. Cell 
phone use is obviously also an 
unnecessary distraction– but I’m 
guilty of  that one. It’s a sign of  
the times and 
you can’t tell 
students who 
are paying 
this much 
money to 
attend school 
that they 
can’t text 
during class.”

O t h e r 
students say 
that they 

would not stop using technology 
in the classroom, even if  a ban 
were implicated. Sam Desrosiers, 
a History student, believes that 
“Eliminating the usage of  phones 
and laptops in class would be 
ineffective. Not only are they 
fully integrated into modern 
society as a tool and a means of  
communication, but even if  a 
‘ban’ were to take place, let’s just 
say many rules would be broken.”

Charlotte Tisdale, a fourth-year 
English student, highlights the 
debated issue within this topic. “If  
technology is being used in class to 
benefit a student’s learning, then 
I’m all for it! I think that many use 
it as an excuse to not listen without 
being caught. It’s an interesting 
topic, because it really depends 
on the person and the reason 
technology is being used.”

For Paulina Siller, a fourth-
year Communication student, 
technology is a large help within 
her classes. “For me personally, 
as a person whose first language 
is not English, browsing through 
information and words on the 

class’ topic has help me quite a bit 
to not get lost during class. Also, 
the fact that the computer corrects 
my grammar automatically helps 
me have my notes properly written, 
and improves my English,” she 
says.

Professors should not have to 
police the classroom to ensure that 
technology is being used properly. 
“As long as laptops and phones are 
used responsibly, they shouldn’t 
be an issue; if  they are misused, 
ultimately the student is the one 
missing out because they’re paying 
to check Facebook during class 
instead of  paying to learn. It’s not 
the responsibility of  professors 
to ensure university students are 
mature enough to have a cell in 
class,” says Concurrent Education 
student, Kathleen Wolak.

Technology within the 
classroom evidently has clear 
positives, as well as negatives.

Is Dr. Iuele-Colilli on the right 
track when she says, “I figured– if  
you can’t beat them, join them?”
lambda@laurentian.ca

BY RYEN VELDHUIS 
On Monday, Sept. 17, Laurentian 

University started, for the first time, the 
Tag ‘n Snag contest for students.  

The contest will carry on until Nov. 
18 and will give current LU students the 
chance to furnish their places for free.  

 Participation is simple: go to www.
facebook.com/laurentian and be the first 
person to tag yourself  in the image of  the 
item to win it.  However, the winner won’t 
necessarily get the item, but a gift card for 
IKEA of  the same value.    

“You can buy whatever fits your room 
more specifically,” says Jean-Paul Rains, 
Manager of  Digital Strategy at Laurentian.  
“We thought of  getting the items but if  you 
already have that item in particular or if  it 
doesn’t fit your style of  apartment it makes 
it more flexible for the winners.”

 There will be a grand total of  63 
prizes given out over the course of  the two 

months.  The prize range escalates from 
simple lamps, to area rugs to their highest 
item worth $734; all of  them being a simple 
click away to win.

 “It’s a unique partnership that 
we’re able to do this with IKEA”, says 
Rains.  “And we’re lucky to be one of  the 
schools that are doing it and it’s a real big 
bonus for our students.  To my knowledge, 
we’re the only university in Ontario that’s 
putting forward this initiative this fall.” 

 He claims the main objective of  
the contest is to engage students with both 
the LU facebook page and LU in general, 
because according to him “an engaged 
student is a successful student.”   

 So make sure to keep your eyes 
peeled and your clicker finger itching for 
the next couple months on LU’s Facebook 
page for a unique opportunity to tag and 
snag some IKEA items. 

LU starts Tag ‘n Snag contest
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Photo by Lianna Pisani

Chloe comme Parris walks down the runway during Toronto  Fashion Week 
last March.

Styling a first impression
BY LIANNA PISANI

No matter how many times 
you’ve done it, beginning a new 
school year can be nerve-wracking. 
You’re taking new classes, meeting 
new people, and starting a new 
chapter of  your life. It can be even 
more terrifying if  it’s the start to 
your university career. 

The first thing that anyone 
will notice about you is your 
appearance. Of  course, that is 
not to say that your appearance 
is what’s most important; it’s just 
most immediately noticeable when 
it comes to first impressions. Stand 
out by adding your personal style 
to the hottest fall trends, as seen 
at World MasterCard Toronto 
Fashion Week in March 2012.

Almost every collection 
incorporated dark shades of  
black and charcoal, often creating 
masterful outfits of  black and 
white, sometimes with a touch 
of  colour. Chloé comme Parris 
reinvented a ‘90s gothic look with 
chic blacks and tans, embellishing 
many runway pieces with pearls, 
zippers, and other hardware. 
Returning to the classic shade of  
black, and styling it up with an 
embellished biker jacket, or a crisp 
blazer– whatever best suits you 
personally– is always sure to subtly 
bring out an air of  cool and calm.

Martin Lim and Melissa 

Nepton also utilized a darker 
palette, but incorporated lilac, 
coral, teal, and white. Both 
designers’ fall 2012 collections 
are very geometric, complete with 
flirty strips of  fabric, and vertical 
seams that elongate the body with 
flattery. Try adding a dash of  your 
favourite colour to a black and 
white canvas with a cool hue in a 
subtle shade. Incorporate vertical 
stripes instead of  the standard 
horizontal to stand out.

If  black isn’t really your colour, 
Joe Fresh has you covered this 
fall. The collection features deep 
wine reds, mustard yellows, burnt 
oranges, forest greens, as well as 
the standard black and white. 
There is no such thing as too 
much of  the same, and many of  
the pieces within the collection 
each come in all six shades. Try a 
full outfit of  a solid monochrome 
scheme; buy shirts, pants, dresses, 
shoes and accessories in the same 
hue. Don’t hesitate to mix a wine 
red with a poppy red, or a mustard 
and lemon yellow.

Both shoes and accessories have 
the power to transform any look 
and make it your own. Always 
top off  your look with a touch 
of  personal style, remember to 
pack your self-confidence in your 
backpack, and have fun.
lambda@laurentian.ca

The mindset of first-year students
BY LIANNA PISANI

The transition from high school to 
university is one that can be difficult to 
manage. The buildings are bigger, the 
population is higher, classes can be larger, 
and the work is overwhelming. On the 
other hand, students are able to make their 
own schedules, have more time outside the 
classroom, and select from a larger pool of  
student activities.

For many first-year students, the 
differences between high school and 
university are apparent within the first few 
days of  the new school year.

Alexia Hunt, a Geography and Religion 
student, says that her first day was exactly as 
she expected it to be: “A little busy. Nerve-
wracking and hectic, due to not knowing 
where all the buildings and classrooms are.”

Fortunately for Hunt, as someone who 
attended high school in Sudbury as well, 
she saw a lot of  familiar faces. “It isn’t too 

different from high school– despite the 
horror stories you’re told. You just need to 
be more independent,” she says.

Psychology student, Marc Greene, would 
disagree. “I don’t really like change– the 
change in environment is very different.”

Sarah Armstrong, a Biomedical Biology 
student, expected her first day to be 
“overwhelming,” but found it to be “Easier 
and more enjoyable than grade school.”

It’s easy to build up such a memorable 
event, like your first day at university, and 
perpetuate your fears. The advice that 
Justin Lacelle, a History student, would give 
himself  before his first day, after having 
experienced it, is, “Calm down, dude, and 
get some sleep– nothing to worry about.”

Derek Longe, a Law student, says, “If  I 
were to give any advice to my pre-first day 
self, I would have said don’t be nervous. 
Finding the right classes really isn’t that 
hard. You’ll meet new people and have a fun 

time learning about the things that interest 
you.”

Whereas most students seem to be scared 
of  the concept of  a campus, and multiple 
buildings, Longe and Lacelle say they like 
what the campus offers, and had no major 
difficulties navigating the buildings to get to 
class.

One of  the benefits of  university life 
that Armstrong enjoys is making her own 
schedule. 

“I like the fact that you can pick from the 
different time slots and days of  the week; 
you are able to decide how many hours a 
day you spend in class, compared to a set 
6-hour day everyday [in high school],” says 
Armstrong.

Andrew Johnston, a Civil Engineering 
student, on the other hand, does not find 
his schedule less time-intensive than it was 
in high school.

“I feel like my classes are going to be 

difficult. University is a giant change from 
high school. Making my own schedule was 
cool, but I still don’t have any more breaks 
than high school,” says Johnston.

What is the number one thing first-year 
students are nervous for? “Studying for mid-
terms and final exams,” says Hunt.

Despite all of  the fears first-year students 
have, Greene has learned, as many first-year 
students do, that there really isn’t anything 
to worry about. 

“I was very panicky about doing 
anything right, and not knowing anybody in 
my classes. There was nothing to actually be 
stressed about. It all pretty much worked out 
on its own.”
lambda@laurentian.ca
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Peter Hellstrom is Hellstrom
BY RON GUILLET 

Peter Hellstrom is Laurentian 
University’s athletic director and, like 
Daimon Hellstrom of  the Marvel Universe,  
oversees his department  so that everything 
flows smoothly. 

One of  Peter’s goals when he took on 
the athletic director role was to revive the 
hockey program at Laurentian. When the 
2013-14 season opens, Peter’s goal will 
be realized, and he was a pioneer in the 
process.

Daimon is known in the Marvel 
Universe for his virtually unlimited power 
and magical abilities, which derives from 
his trident made of  netharanium, a 

psychosensitive metal found only in Satan’s 
extra-dimensional realm.  While he has a 
dark heritage, Daimon  is a protector of  
humanity and known as a hero.

Peter has ensured that Laurentian 
Athletics has consistently displayed solid 
teams  that, especially with the recent 
addition of  varsity hockey, continue to 
grow.
There’s no official word that Peter ac-
complished this with the aid of  a magical 
trident, but it’s clear he embodies what 
makes Daimon a hero in the Marvel Uni-
verse.
ronguillet@gmail.com

Illustrations provided by Marvel Comics

Daimon Hellstrom, much like Peter Hellstrom, is a staple in his community. 
Daimon has served in the S.H.I.E.L.D Paranormal and with Ghost Rider and 
has been a part of the Marvel Universe for years.
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BY WILLIE POLL
On Saturday, Sept. 15, over 

1500 people gathered at the Grace 
Hartman Amphitheatre to watch 
Dean Brody, a rising country star 
born in British Columbia.

Not only does he compose 
patriotic songs, including the popular, 
“Canadian Girls,” but he also 
has some interesting merchandise 
available for purchase, such as hockey 
pucks and toques, both of  which sold 
out first. 

“I think it’s classic how he sold 
toques and pucks at his merchandise 
stand. True Canadian,” Bruce Oickle, 
a general science major, said. 

During his concert he also did 
some Canadian things to promote his 
love for hockey, and Canada.

“When Brody took off  his shirt to 
put on a Canadian jersey, my heart 
melted,” Nikki Hinksman, a sport 
psychology student, said. 

The Amphitheatre was nearly at 
full capacity, a great turn out for this 
year’s frosh concert, which was put 
on by the SGA. Despite the chilly 
weather, the concert had one of  its 
largest turnouts. 

“Stood in line for pizza for a half  
hour in the freezing cold, but luckily 
Brody was really good, so it was worth 
it,” Sam Auger, an outdoor adventure 

and leadership student, said. 
After the concert, Brody took time 

to sign autographs, and meet some of  
his Sudbury fans. 

“It was really nice that Brody 
came out to talk to some of  his fans 
afterwards,” Emily Frost, a religious 
studies major, said. “He autographed 
my student card for me, he was really 
nice and down to earth, plus it’s really 
great to see Canadian celebrities.” 

Opening for Dean Brody was 
Andrew Hyatt, a local band, which 
had the opportunity to open for its 
biggest show yet. 

“I was surprised to see a non 
country artist open for Brody,” 
Stephanie Kramp, a nursing student, 
said. “At first I was disappointed to 
hear that, but Hyatt turned out to be 
unreal.” 

Some have described the concert 
to be “a truly Canadian experience,” 
but Brody has climbed the country 
charts and has fans worldwide. He is 
known in the country genre, and has 
over three studio albums for purchase.

“I’d say it was a great concert, 
lots of  energy and so much fun,” 
Ashley Burke, a concurrent education 
student, said. “Brody was amazing, 
definitely a great way to start the 
year.” 
lambda@laurentian.ca

Photo by Ryan Neal

Dean Brody played in the Grace Hartman Amphitheatre on Sept. 15.

Encore Theatre opens season with positive reactions
BY RYEN VELDHUIS 

Encore Theatre set the tone for 
their 2013 season on Sept. 7 with a 
Cabaret.

 Catering that night 
was provided by Encore’s season 
sponsor: the Fromagerie Elgin, and 
entertainment was provided by a 
diverse arrangement of  local artists.  

“This season we decided to bring 
the community into the mix and I 
think that really added an incredible 
element because now it’s not just 
about Encore, it’s about local arts and 
culture and how vital that is and how 
we fit into that fabric,” said Callam 
Rodya, President & Artistic Director 
of  Encore Theatre.  

 Performances included 
Sudbury’s own elleQ dance factory 
and belly dancing by Melissa Martell 
as well as readings from Daneil Aubin 
and authors from Sulfur (LU’s literary 
journal) Chantal Poitras, Irene Golas 
and Alexander Harasymiw.  The night 
also included musical performances 
by Jessy Brunette, Alyssa Savarie with 
Tom Peer, G & Tal and No Sugs.  

 Rodya thought that having 

various local artists that night was 
successful and said that “[Encore] will 
definitely have this similar format in 
subsequent season announcements.  
The more we can broaden our reach 
and find the great writers and the 
great dancers and the great musicians 
in the community and bring them into 
the mix”, he said. “The better off  we’ll 
be”.  

 For the entirety of  the 
Cabaret, reactions were positive.  “I’m 
really happy to be here tonight,” said 
Daniel Aubin.  “I’m a big fan of  what 
Encore Theatre is doing.  I think they 
did some amazing work with their two 
productions last year and I for one am 
personally waiting with baited breath 
to hear what they have planned for us 
during their second season.”    

He didn’t have to wait long for 
Encore to reveal its purely Canadian 
line-up for its second season.  Their 
first production, in January 2013, will 
be “Alphonse,” by Wajdi Mouawad 
and translated by Shelley Tepperman.  
“Alphonse” is a thoughtful adventure 
of  a young boy with a huge 
imagination. 

Following in April will be “Lenin’s 
Embalmers,” by Vern Thiessen.  It is a 
dark comedy set in communist Russia 
about two scientists forced under 
threat of  death or imprisonment to 
preserve the body of  the great Lenin.  
Rodya described it as “a break from 
the darker more dramatic, more 
emotionally exhausting work that 
[Encore’s] done”.  

 And finally in July, their 
last production of  the season, “The 
Monument,” by Colleen Wagner will 
end the season with a massively dark 
and dramatic tone.  It is a story of  
pain, suffering, torture and loss.

Both Nicolas Barbeau, Director at 
Encore, and Rodya felt strongly about 
this season.  

“I’m excited,” said Barbeau.  “I’m 
glad we have something to live up to.  I 
have a challenge on my hands”.  

Whereas Callam said “It’s a much 
better feeling to start off  strong and 
have to live up to that expectation you 
set in your audiences mind than to 
start off  sub-par and surprise people 
later with how far you’ve come”.
lambda@laurentian.ca

Students rave over Brody concert

Photo by Ryan Neal

Encore opened their season on Sept.7.
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Lady Vees continue solid play

Photo by Ron Guillet

Madison Beaudry completes a slide tackle against 
Jessica Fantozzi.

BY RON GUILLET
The Laurentian Lady Vees 

played on home turf  over the 
weekend and continued their 
impressive start to the season.

The Lady Vees are third place 
in the Ontario University Athletics 
East division with a 4-1-1 record. 
Laurentian opened their season 
against the Nipissing Lakers on 
Aug. 30 at the James Jerome Sports 
Complex. The Lady Vees scored 
two goals within the first nine 
minutes and entered the second 
half  up by three. The Lakers 
provided a scare to the home team 
late in the game as they capitalized 
on two scoring chances, but the 
game ended 3-2 for Laurentian. 

The Lady Vees played the 
Trent Excalibur on Sept. 1 and 
had another strong showing. 
Laurentian’s backline often kept 
the team alive last season and it was 
on display again as the Excalibur 
were held to two shots in the game. 
Lisa Watson scored a brace for the 
Lady Vees and earned the team 
the 2-0 victory. 

Laurentian were looking to 
make history as they traveled to 
Ottawa to take on the Carleton 
Raves on Sept. 8 in search of  three-
straight wins to open the season. 
Both teams displayed a defensive 

performance, but 
it was Laurentian 
that eventually 
scored as Julie 
Lopez provided 
her team with 
the victory. The 
Lady Vees had to 
face the top team 
in the league, 
the Ottawa 
Gee-Gees, the 
following day. 
The Gee-Gees 
had not conceded 
a goal at that point 
in the season and 
continued that 
statistic as both 
teams battled in a 
goalless draw.

On Saturday, 
Sept.15, the 
Lady Vees took 
on the Toronto 
Varsity Blues in 
what was a one-
sided affair for 
the opposition. 
T o r o n t o 
dominated possession and 
capitalized on turnovers, utilizing 
a quick counter-attack to push the 
Vees in their own end. Toronto 
opened the scoring on a corner kick 

that connected on Mel Bowen’s 
foot, who beat the Laurentian 
defender inside and slid the ball 
in the net. La Shaunna Harper 
added a second goal in the 60th 
minute after she broke through 

the Vees defence 
and managed 
to slide the 
ball under 
L a u r e n t i a n ’ s 
goalkeeper’s left 
arm, the ball 
barely rolling 
behind the goal 
line. Toronto’s 
defence was 
r e l e n t l e s s 
throughout the 
game, giving 
L a u r e n t i a n 
no space to 
manoeuvre the 
ball.

Laurent ian 
coach Rob 
Gallo was less 
than pleased 
with his team’s 
effort in the 
game.

“ W e 
got totally 
outplayed in 
every facet of  
the game,” 

Gallo said. “I don’t think we even 
got a shot on goal. Sometimes you 
get that big zero, but we have to 
grow from that. That team played 
very well today, and we didn’t. 

We didn’t respond well. They 
controlled the game and beat us to 
every ball. We couldn’t get behind 
their defence, but they got behind 
ours. It’s one of  those games where 
everyone had a bad game, from the 
keeper all the way up. They found 
the open spaces and we didn’t play 
well, and we got our asses handed 
to us. Good on them, but we have 
to play better.”

The message was received 
by the Vees when they took on 
the Ryerson Rams on Sunday, 
Sept. 16. Laurentian maintained 
possession from the onset and 
kept the Rams’ chances to a 
minimum. The Vees had trouble 
distributing shots from inside the 
box, but luck was on their side as 
Ryerson’s goalkeeper mishandled 
a weak shot from outside the box 
that rolled past her and into the 
net. Crystal-Ann Hackett made 
it 2-0 in the second half  after she 
deflected a shot from inside the 
box over the outstretched arms 
of  the goalkeeper. Laurentian’s 
defence preserved the win by 
keeping Ryerson to the outside and 
limiting their chances.

The Lady Vees hit the road on 
Sept. 22 and 23 as they take on 
RMC and Queen’s, respectively. 
ronguillet@gmail.com

Voyageurs struggle in early going of season
BY RON GUILLET

The Laurentian Voyageurs’ soccer team are 
looking to build off  last season’s impressive late 
season run, but so far the team has struggled 
with a 1-4 record.

The Voyageurs currently sit in sixth place in 
the Ontario University Athletics East division 
with a -6 goal differential, having only scored 
four goals.

The Voyageurs opened the season at the 
James Jerome Sports Complex against the 
Nipissing Lakers on Aug. 30 without their 
new captain, Davor Alisic, who was serving a 
one game suspension from last season’s playoff  
game against the Carleton Ravens. The Lakers 
capitalized on a blunder down the right wing in 
the 28th minute and scored the lone goal of  the 
game. The Voyageurs struggled to create plays 
and couldn’t penetrate the Lakers’ defence, 
which ultimately cost them the season opener 
1-0. 

Laurentian played the following day against 
the Trent Excalibur and, despite conceding the 
first goal of  the game, were provided with a 
boost from Alisic, who scored a hat-trick in his 
first game of  the season. 

The Voyageurs looked to build off  that 
momentum as they traveled to Ottawa on 
Sept. 8 to face the Carleton Ravens, who had 
eliminated Laurentian from the playoffs last 
season. The Voyageurs defence held up in the 
first half, only down by one, but the Ravens’ 
aggressive formation eventually broke through, 
defeating Laurentian 4-0.

On Saturday, Sept. 15, the Voyageurs took 
on the Toronto Varsity Blues in what was a 
heated and tightly-contested affair. Toronto 
opened the scoring after Darragh McGee 
buried a penalty kick in the bottom left corner, 
although Laurentian goalkeeper Matt George 
made a strong effort and nearly saved it, getting 
his hand on the ball. Alisic came close to tying 
up the game after he rattled the ball off  the post 
on a free kick, but to no avail.  Alisic was later 
granted a penalty kick in the first half  but he 
hit the left post. George once again displayed 
a strong performance, stopping a well-placed 
volley from Adrian Dannel at the start of  the 
second half. Shortly after, Dannel threw a punch 
at a Laurentian player and a scrum ensued, 
resulting in a red card for the Blues striker. 
Toronto put the game away, however, after 

Jermaine Burrell connected with a header on a 
cross from Christopher Mannella.

Laurentian coach Carlo Castrechino thought 
the Voyageurs deserved a better fate.

“Even though we lost 2-0 I think that was 
our best game of  the year, so far,” Castrechino 
said. “We controlled the game for the most part, 
hit two posts and a crossbar, a missed a penalty 
kick. Definitely had our chances, but sometimes 
that’s the way it goes. It seems like it’s going 
downhill, but we’ll battle hard and get this thing 
going.”

Laurentian took on the 
Ryerson Rams on Sunday, 
Sept. 16. Ryerson attacked 
the Voyageurs right away, 
forcing Laurentian defender 
Cameron Brooks to make a 
well-timed slide tackle inside 
the box. The Rams opened 
the scoring, however, after 
Viktor Anastasov ran down 
the right wing and dribbled 
the ball around Laurentian 
defender Omar Allison, 
unloading a shot over 

George to take the 1-0 lead. Adrian Mancini 
increased the Rams’ lead on penalty kick that 
he chipped over George. Drame pulled the 
Voyageurs within one with 15 minutes to play 
after he connected on a well-placed cross from 
Alisic. The Rams held on, however, and took 
the game 2-1.

The Voyageurs play on the road on 
Sept. 22 and 23 against RMC and Queen’s, 
respectively.



13Tuesday, September 18, 2012

Duncanson wants leadership
BY RON GUILLET

When the Laurentian 
Voyageurs’ hockey team hits 
the ice again in the 2013-14 
season, there will be a familiar 
face behind the bench.

Craig Duncanson was 
announced as head coach of  
the Voyageurs on Sept. 7 in 
a press conference held at the 
Gerry McCrory Countryside 
Arena. Duncanson had 
coached the hockey team 
from 1997-99, after a pro 
career that spanned across 
the National Hockey League, 
American Hockey League, 
and the International Hockey 
League.

“I have been interested 
in the revival of  the hockey 
program for some years now,” 
Duncanson said. “When the 
opportunity arose I prepared 
a presentation and applied 
through HR and was fortunate 
enough to get an interview 
and share some of  my ideas 
for building a competitive 
program.”

Duncanson will now spend 
the remainder of  the year 
scouting in search of  players 
that fit his blueprint. 

“We are looking for a team 
of  leaders who will be able 
to play an extremely well 

rounded game,” Duncanson 
said. “I want a team that can 
push the pace of  a game and 
at the same time be able to 
adapt to circumstances as they 
arise throughout a game or a 
season.”

Having played 501 games 
in the AHL, as well as 38 in 
the NHL, Duncanson looks 
to translate his experience on 
the ice to help develop the 
Voyageurs.

“Something I’ve learned 
along the way that will be 
paramount to our team is 
that no one individual is more 
important than the team,” 
Duncanson said. “Our success 
will be breed from having 
leaders that are truly dedicated 
to the logo on the front of  their 
jersey as opposed to being only 
concerned with the name on 
the back.”

Duncanson is adamant 
that Laurentian can spawn 
a perennial threat once the 
foundation is built.

“We need to always be 
recruiting and announcing 
to the world the multitude of  
opportunities that our campus 
can facilitate for the varsity 
athlete,” Duncanson said. “We 
have an opportunity to build 
something everyone associated 

with the university can be very 
proud of  and I intend to turn 
over every leaf  I can to offer 
that opportunity to quality 
student athletes.”

While Duncanson is 
expecting some growing pains 
from the onset, he’s hopeful 
the leadership can elevate the 
team over the initial hurdle 
that comes with starting up a 
program.

“We will always be looking 
to grow and with that we will 
most definitely suffer some 
setbacks,” Duncanson said. 
“My concern will be how we 
respond from such setbacks.”

From a personal standpoint, 
Duncanson is thankful to 
undertake the head coaching 
position once again, as hockey 
is an integral part of  his life.

“Hockey has always been 
part of  my life so I would have 
to say it has impacted my life 
immensely,” Duncanson said. 
“I am sure it has shaped me 
in ways I am not even aware 
of, some of  which would be 
positive and I am sure it has 
lent to some less than positive 
attributes as well.”
ronguillet@gmail.com

Colarossi ready to recruit
BY RON GUILLET

When the Laurentian Lady Vees hit the 
ice next year for the first time in history, it 
will be Stacey Colarossi instructing the team 
from behind the bench.

“I saw the posting and immediately sent 
my resume to HR, as being a head coach 
has always been my career goal,” Colarossi 
said.

Colarossi brings plenty of  experience to 
the ice, as she is a fully-certified NCCP level 
3 and Hockey Canada high performance 
level 2 coach, and played her junior hockey 
in Brampton. She also served as the lead 
associate coach of  the women’s Lions hockey 
team at York University for nine seasons. 
Colarossi was also an assistant coach for 
Team Ontario and for the Canadian 
women’s team at the FISU World event in 
2011. 

Colarossi has been involved in hockey 
since childhood. Since then, she said, the 
game has developed.

“I played competitive hockey growing up 
and was on skates from the moment I can 
remember,” Colarossi said. “Hockey has 
come a long way since I played, when I was 
in Junior, there were six teams within the 
elite loop now there are 20 Junior teams and 
numerous Midget AA across the province.”

Colarossi’s playing career came to halt 
due to an injury, but after some time away 
from the game she knew she had to return 
to her “first passion.”  She began coaching 
various local teams and made her way 
through the ranks.

Now, as head coach of  the Lady Vees, 
she’ll be spending the majority of  the year 
scouting in order to build a competitive 
team for the 2013-14 season.

Having had experience in coaching, 
Colarossi will scout for specific types of  
players to fit her blueprint.

“Every team and each year is different, 
the dynamic and goals set each year must 
directly correlate with the type of  team you 
have,” Colarossi said. “I’ve learned that 
coaching is constantly evolving and I am 
continually learning as well each season.  In 
my experience, you want different types of  
players on your team but, in the end, they 
have integrity and a strong character.  I have 
learned the importance of  preparation, 
as in video, playbooks and pre-scouting, 
and supplying the athletes with as much 
information as possible, as everyone learns 
differently.”

As a new team to the Ontario University 
Athletics, Colarossi is expecting an 
adjustment period but has no plans of  

occupying the league basement.
“There are always growing pains with 

a new program, as none of  these players 
will have played together before joining the 
Voyageurs,” Colarossi said. “The adjustment 
for the majority of  the team to life as a 
University student athlete takes time.  I do, 
however, look to build a competitive team 
from the outset.”

Colarossi will look to build “a fast skating, 
physical team that is willing to play hard 
within the rules of  the game.  We don’t want 
to make it easy for any team to come into 
our building and take easy points.  Typically 
the OUA is a skilled league with strong 
players and, in my experience coaching in 
that league, this is a common style of  play 
with several of  the teams.”
ronguillet@gmail.com

Photo by Ryan Neal

Craig Duncanson helmed the Voyageurs from 1997-99. He 
will once again lead the team when hockey returns in 2013.
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BY LAMBDA STAFF
The Laurentian 

Women’s cross-country 
running team started 
their season on Sunday, 
Sept. 9, with their home 
meet, the Ramsey Tour 
5k.

With a rash of  
summer injuries and six 
veterans sitting on the 
sidelines, the Voyageur 
squad still fielded a 
12-runner team. It 
was an opportunity for 
the rookie runners to 
show their stuff, with 
Samantha Edwards 
(Toronto) placing first 
overall and Coralea 
Kappel (Barrie) placing 
fourth. Third-year 
runner, Alyssa Bedard 
(North Bay), coming 
off  a strong summer 
of  training, ran a 
70-second personal best 

to place 2nd, Sudbury’s 
Katie Wismer placed 
third and second-year 
Michelle Kennedy 
(London) rounded out 
the scoring with a fifth 
place finish.

Laurentian finished 
first in the team 
competition with 15 
points, over Nipissing 
with 51 points and 
Cambrian College, 
with 80 points.

The team’s next 
race is the Western 
International, in 
London on Sept. 22.
lambda@laurentian.
ca

Photo supplied

Alyssa Bedard ran in the Ramsey Tour 
5k, placing in second.

LU runners finish first 
in Ramsey Tour

Rabey’s round-up: First World Cup 
since 1986?
BY MATT RABEY

Canada has only made it to the World Cup once, in 1986, 
and holds the distinction of  being one of  four countries to 
have attended the World Cup and to have never scored a 
single goal. 

This time around, however, Canada has a chance of  
making it somewhere, after making it past the first round, the 
group that they have been drawn in has no clear favourite. 

Qualification got off  to a good start, but after the recent 
display away against Panama, serious consideration must be 
made regarding the team’s chances of  making it to the Hex. 

Within the first few minutes of  the match, lone first leg 
goal scorer, Dwayne de Rosario, went off  with a leg injury. 

After losing de Rosario during the first few minutes of  
the second leg in Panama, the attacking prowess that he is 
renowned for, was no longer existent in the Canadian squad. 

De Rosario injury is relatively serious and he is expected 
to miss the rest of  the second round of  World Cup qualifiers.

This raises concern as prior to his injury Canada was not 
a team known for scoring goals.

This stems from problems that have long existed in player 
selection. 

Simply put, if  you have talent, you go somewhere else 

and represent a country that has a chance of  going places 
besides home. 

A classic example can be seen in the Canadian midfielder 
Owen Hargreaves leaving Canada to play for the England 
National Team. 

Currently, Canada is again under threat of  losing not 
one, but two proven goal scorers. 

Attacking midfielder Jonathan de Guzmán has 
played for the U-21 Dutch National Team, but has 
yet to play at the senior level. 

His elder brother already represents Canada, but 
Jonathan has yet to earn a cap at the senior level, 
making him still eligible to represent Canada. 

De Guzmán has just recently been loaned to 
Swansea this season from his parent club Villarreal 
and immediately results were achieved from his 
brilliant free kick against the Colorado Rapids.  

The second player who should be wearing the red 
and white is Junior Hoilett. 

Hoilett is still a young talent, but the promise that 
he has shown while at Blackburn Rovers has got the 
attention of  many. 

The second half  of  last season was his time to shine 

and his performance for the Rovers against Wolverhampton 
Wanderers was sensational. 

Hopefully the Canadian Soccer Association can do what 
they rightfully should by having both featuring for Canada 
in upcoming fixtures and who knows, maybe Canadians will 
get the privilege of  cheering for their own country in 2014.
lambda@laurentian.ca
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Pub Down Under opens its doors
BY KAYLA PERRY

On Wednesday, Sept. 12, the Pub Down 
Under opened its doors for the 2012 school year. 

For anyone who was on campus that night, 
the lineup was impossible to miss. By 9 p.m., 
the line to get into the pub had extended up the 
stairway, through the grand hall and down the 
outside steps. 

While the line continued to grow, students 
generally agreed that it was well worth the 
wait: Courtney Macleain, third-year Outdoor 
Adventure Leadership student, explained that 
“it’s worth waiting in line for first pub (night), 
everyone goes, and it is a great way to catch up.” 

Earlier that Wednesday, professors and 
university staff  alike enjoyed the pub and its 
lounge, complete with big screen TVs.

Samantha Kuula, pub manager and 
employee since 2005, was pleased with the turn 
out Wednesday night. “Opening night went 
spectacularly well,” said Kuula. “The general 
consensus was that (the students) are happy the 
Pub is back. The dance floor was packed, the 
lounge was full of  laughter and the pool table 
was always busy.”

Matt Haynes, a Rhetoric and Media studies 
student, experienced his first pub night on 
Wednesday and stated afterwards that “the 
night at the pub was great; I’ll definitely be 
going back.”

The pub is a well-known attraction for 

students on campus, where long lines are usual. 
Tanya Lepoint, a third-year nursing student, 

explained; “For one of  the theme nights, St. 
Patricks’ day, I waited three hours to get in. It 
was worth it.” Kuula explained that “there is a 
limit on the number of  people allowed in the 
pub, but we work hard to make sure that we are 
getting people inside.”

According to Kuula, theme nights are 
popular with the pub, some of  which include 
Country Night, which will be held on Sept. 21, 
and Tight n’ Bright theme night on Sept. 22.  
The pub will also have numerous promotions 
this school year, such as the Labatt promotion, 
that will bring in various DJ’s, and Porketta 
Bingo Night, for which the entry free with be 
canned food, going towards the Laurentian 
University food bank.

Earlier in 2012, the pub had undergone 
extensive – and costly – renovations, of  
which reactions were mixed: “The cost of  the 
renovations was not worth it; pub was way cooler 
before... It is not a dance club,” said Stefany 
Corbo, fourth-year English and concurrent 
education student. On the other hand, Christine 
Landry, third-year Psychology student, liked the 
renovations, stating “the whole bar was re-done, 
and now has touch screen computers.” 
lambda@laurentian.ca

Engineering students turn purple
BY KAYLA PERRY

For anyone who was walking around 
the Laurentian University campus 
on Thursday, Sept. 13, it was hard to 
miss the half-naked students covered 
in purple paint and wearing hard 
hats. This was not by choice – what 
you may have seen were the results of  
the engineering students’ initiation. 
Vincent Cisa-Pare, first-year student 
in the engineering program, was one 
of  many classmates subjected to the 
initiation. 

“They came to our applied 
mechanics class and duck taped our 
hands onto a rope,” Cisa-Pare said. 
“Then (the older students) made us 
walk all the way to the Fraser building, 
where we took off  out clothes and 
changed into diapers. Then, they took 
us outside and dipped us in a solution 
to make us purple. It was extremely 
fun, I had an awesome time.” 

The initiation was all in good fun, 
and is a long-standing custom for 
students of  Laurentian’s engineering 
program.

lambda@laurentian.ca

Photo by Ryan Neal

First-year engineering students were covered in purple paint for initiation on Thursday, Sept. 13. 

Photo by Ryan Neal

Students enjoying the opening night of the pub on Sept. 
12.
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BY ANDY VEILLEUX
Advice is never in short supply 

for first-year students, but good 
advice can be rare.

Other students are going to tell 
you what they think you should 
know, the orientation team will 
try to cram a textbook worth of  
information into a ton of  different 
events and pamphlets and some of  
your professors may sift through 
the wreckage of  their glory days 
for tidbits of  advice – if  they 
mention milk coming in bottles or 
conscription, their advice may be 
too dated to be useful.

The most important advice you 
can get is not about the “university 
experience,” as it is commonly 
referred to, but about money.

The little things about which 
textbooks you need to read from 
cover-to-cover, the professors that 
will give you an ‘A’ just for showing 
up and what bars to go to are less 
significant than finances.

Sure, all students like good 
grades, knowing which textbooks 
need to be memorized and where 
to cut loose, but budget is king.

The first bit of  advice is the 
most important one – watch 
what you buy. I am not about to 
recommend every student writes 
a full-on budget and accounts for 
every dollar spent, but it’s worth 
considering where the money is 
going.

Watching where the money is 
going is more important than the 
money coming in. It is incredible 
how much money is pissed away 
on take-out food, alcohol and 
gimmicks.

I’m not suggesting you never 
eat out, go drinking or buy the 
next Angry Birds.

I am suggesting that you limit 
yourself  a little bit. You don’t 
need to live like a hermit and cut 
yourself  off  from the world, just be 
cautious about how much money 

you blow away.
Groceries save a ton of  money 

in the long run. Nobody likes 
bussing to do groceries, because 
it’s easier – and sometimes tastier 
– to eat fast food. 

At the end of  the day your bank 
account and waist-line will thank 
you for the grocery trip.

Hell, walk to the grocery and 
launch an early offensive against 
the Freshman Fifteen even.

Two birds, one stone.
The next step towards not 

coming out of  university with a 
debt the size of  a mortgage, is 
making money.

Getting a job is the simplest 
- and legally acceptable - way to 
make money.

Working more than one job 
– or around fifteen hours a week 
– is usually frowned upon by 
universities.

Not because universities do not 
want you making money, but they 

are worried about your grades.
It is important you understand 

how much you can handle. If  you 
can not handle working more than 
ten hours a week, then don’t do it. 
If  you are a person that can handle 
working thirty or more hours a 
week, power to you.

Work options are pretty wide-
open when it comes to student 
jobs. My best advice is to not be a 
snob about where you work.

One of  the most frustrating 
things is hearing students complain 
they can’t get a job when they will 
only apply to a handful of  places.

If  you don’t have the work 
experience to get the job you want, 
start somewhere else. You can keep 
applying to the places you would 
prefer to work and wait for them 
to call you back.

There are tons of  jobs available, 
even if  it means working the fast 
food grills or being a department 
store cashier dealing with irritable 

people to whom hygiene is an 
after-thought.

I feel your pain – I worked at 
an unnamed fast food restaurant 
for three and a half  years – it 
builds character and a damn good 
resume.

You can flip all the burgers you 
want, but remember to be smart 
with your money.

There is one critical law with 
making money: the more you 
make, the more you spend. Don’t 
take on an extra job and then blow 
the money away just because you 
have it.

It’s almost impossible to 
come through university without 
accumulating some debt – unless 
you have somebody paying your 
education and giving you spending 
money – so it’s important to 
minimize that debt.

Live smarter financially, and I 
promise your 25-year old self  will 
thank you and me for it.
lambda@laurentian.ca

A matter of budget: Living well as a student

Students voice opinions on New Residence
BY MATT RABEY

Laurentian University’s newest 
residence officially opened on Aug. 30. 

It is 12 stories high and has the 
capacity to hold 236 students. 

Students have been living in the 
New Residence for the past few weeks 
and there have been both positive 
and negative comments about their 
experiences.

Students Holly Latiner and Robyn 
Dewar are both third-year Concurrent 
Education students with a Major in 
Communications.

“Its pretty nice, the elevators are fast. 
I like the bistro. The furniture is really 
nice,” said Latiner.

“The rooms are a big size [with] a 
nice common room in the apartment,” 
said Dewar.

Both students have lived in University 
College (UC) and voiced their opinions 
on the differences between the two.

“[In the New Residence] the 
windows don’t open and the air only 
goes in our living rooms. I liked UC a 
lot more cause it is more open,” said 
Latiner. 

Dewar added, “and there’s a 
common room to, in the new res 
there isn’t a common room. There is a 
common room [in the new residence] 
downstairs, but it’s for 11 floors.”

Alexander Bourdon is a Sudbury-
native and fourth-year Kinesiology 
Major. He is living in residence for the 

first time and said this about the new 
residence,

“I love the residence, I’m glad I 
moved here from my home. Great 
view. Its very friendly, people are always 
around. It’s really open. People are free 
to hang out with each other all the time 
because it is set up nicely that way.” 

When asked if  Bourdon had 
anything negative to say about the 
residence, he replied, “no complaints.” 

Another student who had 
previously lived in UC is third-year 
Communications Major Mary Scott. 

“I like it a lot [new residence], but 
some of  it is unfinished. In the rooms, 
there’s that pavement side on the end 
rooms.”

In comparison to UC, she finds the 
New Residence more spacious. Overall, 
she prefers the New Residence and said, 
“it is way better.” 

The New Residence is only for third 
and fourth-year students, so it has a 
different atmosphere appealing to 
students, like third-year Zoology major 
Paula Di Benedetto. 

“It’s a great building. I like that it is 
for third and fourth years. The maturity 
level, people are more focused on their 
school. And that it is 24-hour quiet 
hours to. We have the bistro downstairs 
and the study rooms and the laundry 
room.”

Di Benedetto has lived in Single 
Student Residence (SSR) for her two 

previous years and when asked about 
her preference said, “This one [new 
residence], obviously.”

Administration also shared their 
thoughts with Benjamin Demianiuk, 
Manager of  Residences commenting 
on the New Residence, 

“The New Residence is fantastic, 
I’ve heard a lot of  positive comments.”

In reply to the concern brought up 
by students that the windows do not 
open, Demianiuk said,

“We did that as part of  an energy 
saving initiative. Where a lot of  students 
in some of  the other buildings had air-
conditioning running at the same time 
as windows being open, as well as heat 
going on at the same time. So we tried 
to minimize that impact with this.”

The issue of  poor circulation was 
also brought up and Demianiuk said,

“I know there were some concerns 
with circulation as well, but the 
apartments are actually all circulating 
24-7. The vent over the stove is actually 
vented through the roof.”

Demianiuk also wanted students to 
know that if  they had any questions or 
concerns they should not hesitate to 
contact him. His office is located in the 
halls between the residences or he can 
be contacted at 705-675-1151 ext. 3007 
or emailed at bdemianiuk@laurentian.
ca.

Photo by Ryan Neal

Paula Di Benedetto poses on a couch at 
the New Residence.
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A double rainbow stretches over the Laurentian University campus on Thursday, Sept. 13.

OTTAWA (CUP) — It’s a question that 
has been debated time and time again, on and 
off  campuses: Is higher education a right or a 
privilege? With the London riots almost two years 
ago and the province of  Quebec more recently 
coming to a near standstill over a proposed 
tuition hike, there’s no question that education is 
important and people take it seriously.

While this discussion is by no means new, it 
has been brought into the spotlight once again by 
the recent student solidarity tour across Ontario, 
which aims to lower tuition fees in our province. 
Supporters believe that tuition increases will 
make post-secondary education inaccessible. 
But even as they fight vehemently to keep that 
from happening, many others see things quite 
differently.

Point: It’s a privilege
Education is a right, but higher education 

— attending university — is a privilege. This 
argument may not be politically correct, or even 
the mainstream way of  thinking, but it’s the truth.

When discussing access to education, one 
of  the main arguments tirelessly and repeatedly 
brought up is tuition fees. In Ontario, for 
example, full-time tuition sits at approximately 
$6,000 a year — money that for most students 
is not chump change. Nevertheless, it’s the price 
the province has deemed acceptable to charge 

university goers. Also, fees are only increasing, 
which is why so many students are up in arms 
over tuition prices.

“Look to the future,” protestors cry out. 
“Students can’t possibly continue to pay these 
fees, and soon enough there won’t be that many 
students in university.” But is this even a sound 
argument?

If  access to education is what they’re worried 
about, maybe these protestors should look at 
other — arguably greater — barriers to post-
secondary education.

These other obstacles begin way before 
anyone sets foot on a university campus.

The fact of  the matter is that preparation and 
information about university while in high school 
is equally as important to how much a university, 
or college, education costs. Furthermore, your 
parents’ influence and education level affects 
your decision whether to enrol in university. 
These are all factors that aren’t controlled by 
tuition costs, but can be cited as barriers to post-
secondary education.

Universities are also selective by nature. They 
choose some applicants over others. Usually this 
choice boils down to academic excellence and 
your interest in investing in your education. No 
one has the “right” to be a scholar. What we do 
have the right to is to not be discriminated against 

by universities because of  our race, religion, 
political beliefs, gender or sexuality.

Furthermore, if  you can’t afford these tuition 
fees, then you can turn to grants, scholarships, 
bursaries, and loans. The government does dole 
out student aid, to which many students are guilty 
of  not even applying for. What we need to do is 
make potential students more aware of  this kind 
of  assistance from a younger age, so more people 
can enrol in higher education.

Don’t argue about your right to education 
when you’ve practically been handed one on a 
silver platter.

Counterpoint: Everyone has a right to learn
I may not be a tree-hugging hippy, or an eager 

student protestor, but I believe that education is a 
right and not a privilege. In today’s world, many 
countries offer free schooling from ages four 
to 18, and after that it’s pretty much up to the 
parents or the student to pay for their education. 
This system is flawed and will only hurt society 
in general.

Education is the cornerstone of  a well-
functioning society. Informed citizens make 
sound decisions and sustain democracy and the 
nation’s political landscape. Furthermore, by 
making higher education more accessible, society 
will actually end up saving money.

Think about how much cash it costs to support 
a teen parent or keep an inmate incarcerated.

By keeping a child in school, and sending 
more young adults to university, taxpayers end 
up saving more in the long run on social services. 
As well, our country loses money on the people 
who drop out of  school or choose not to pursue a 
higher education, and the revenue they would’ve 
generated in their lifetimes. If  cold, hard cash is 
what society is after, then clearly keeping students 
in school and making higher education more 
accessible would only generate more profits.

As students, juggling classes, a social life, and 
an adequate amount of  sleep is difficult enough. 
Now imagine adding a part-time or even full-
time job to the rotation. The fact is that financial 
aid barely covers tuition and book fees, much less 
living expenses. Students face enough stresses 
before struggling to make ends meet.

Without the support of  parents, or a large 
scholarship, it’s nearly impossible to attend 
university full time and receive a diploma in four 
years.

If  higher education was recognized as a right, 
and tuition fees were drastically lowered, we 
would see more youth considering university or 
college. For a country that prides itself  on equality, 
it seems unfair that post-secondary education 
favours more affluent students. Everyone should 
have a chance at an education — regardless of  
how much money they have in their pocket.

Is higher education a right or privilege?
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